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dance. It was believed that a public ball, guarded as is
the opera on days of performance, would prevent those
adventures which happened so often at the little obscure
balls scattered throughout Paris; and indeed close them
altogether. The opera balls were established on a
grand scale, and with all possible effect. The proposer
of the idea had for it six thousand livres pension; and a
machine admirably invented and of easy and instantane-
ous application, was made to cover the orchestra, and
put the stage and the pit on the same level. The mis-
fortune was, that the opera was at the Palais Royal,
and that M. le Due d'Orleans had only one step to take
to reach it after his suppers and show himself there,
often in a state but little becoming. The Due de
Noailles, who strove to pay court to him, went there
from the commencement so drunk that there was no in-
decency he did not commit.

